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Who I’m?

BIZCOM.IT is a 	

italian DNN focused web agency 	


that works with OpenWebStudio RAD

http://www.bizcomit.it
mailto:roberto@bizcomit.it


What’s OWS ?

• An open source DotNetNuke Module	


• An online RAD environment	


• An exendible framework



What were OWS ?

• A commercial module from DNN 
marketplace 	


• It’s called ListX in “form builder”... “data 
driven apps” categories...	


• It’s totally reingeenered and now it’s 
opensource



Why OWS ?

• It’s the fastest way to develop DNN 
module I know	


• it’s also for ASP.NET....	


• It’s combine developers & designers needs	


• If a feature is missing we can extend it...	


• E’ Free e OpenSource ;)



More detail

• Perfect! for presentation layer modules	


• Fantastic! for Ajax applications	


• Super! for  Webservice and remote 
services via WS, REST, XML..	


• Cool! for developing, debugging.. LIVE  
(all is in a browser..!) 



Some defects

• Not too easy to start with it 	


• Paradigm shift is needed in the approach	


• Not well documented.. 	


• Warning to spaghetti-code :)	


• Will it continue develop ? 



Installation

• http://sourceforge.net/projects/
r2iopenwebstudi/files/r2iopenwebstudio/	


• official website : www.openwebstudio.com	


• install it as a common DotNetNuke 
extension (PA module)

http://sourceforge.net/projects/r2iopenwebstudi/files/r2iopenwebstudio/
http://www.openwebstudio.com


Now I show it...



Base concepts

• Each “software module” in OWS is a 
“Configuration”	


• Each module instance of OWS module 
wrapper is dropped in a page and linked to 
a Configuration



Configuration

• General settings	


• Code Tree	


• Actions (azioni, template...)	


• Script, Variables, Formatters	


!

• persisted in DB in JSON	


• versioning included !!



Actions 

• Actions	


• execute command	


• execution flow	


• input / output	


• example  :  QUERY, INPUT, IF, LOOP...



Template

• Data source : Query Template	


• Data presentation 	


• header, footer, detail template....	


• no results, no query....	


• Just one template per configuration



Script

• Action or command you can execute 
within the template	


• sintax { ... }    	


• except [FORMAT,,{...}]  
 
 
 
 



Formatters

• You can trasform a value to another...	


• Apply anywhere to a script, template,…. 	


• [FORMAT,value,{formatter}]  
 
 
 



Variables

• Sintax [variablename, Collection]	


• Some allowed namespaces (shortened) : 	


• System (*) , e.g. [*TabId]  	


• Session , QueryString (Q) ,Form (F)	


• Action (A) : custom variable..	


• @variable  : special types to allow 
parametric  queries



OWS Environment : 
Actions



Home

• Configuration operations	


• new, open.. 	


• Import / Export (JSON)	


• Publish



General



Tools

• Manage Code Repository 	


• allow Revert & Rollback	


• Debugger & Event Viewer  
 
 
 
 



begin...



DEMO

• un modulo per editare le pagine in blocco	


• 1) autonomo...	


• 2) uso del query builder....



Presentazione 

• Query Template  (query in senso lato)	


• header (multiply... group by...)	


• detail	


• footer	


• no result	


• No Query (per tutto il resto... :)



Comandi al DB

• Action QUERY	


• tutto è template....	


• accetta @variable (x Sql Injection)	


• query SQL o altro...	


• iteratore automatico..	


• crea [xxx,collection]   	


• sotto sotto tutto è DataTable



Ajax

• Chiamate Ajax built-in	


• ows.fetch( ModuleId, TabId, ‘querystring’ [, 
container] )	


• due modalità 	


• Ajax	


• Ajax Enhancement Interaction



Debugger



Extendibility

• you can create custom Action, Formatters, Query...	


• openwebstudio.dotnetnuke_extensions.config



My Needs  :	

dynamic template & 
very rapid feature 

creation 

!

!

!



What I wanted 	

about configurations

• GoTo Configuration Action is very powerful	


• call specific Region on a Configuration by 
another one	


• but witch Region&Configuration is hard coded 
(similar a Method Call) while what I need is a 
dynamic calling (similar to a Reflection Method 
Calling)



Speedygonzales 
Development  :)

• I forked OpenWebStudio updating only few files	


• introducing templating on “Go-To” action both in 
ConfigName and RegionName



A Rapid Framework 
Development

• Dynamic Configuration Invocation allows to design a 
framework to fast develop extranets or websites	


• create OWS containers witch dynamically load 
correct contents	


• use OWS configurations like reusable building 
blocks invocable as a reflection method calling	


• create dynamic template parts loaded based on 
specific conditions…



An Example : 	

Posta Power



Structure of a 	

SpeedyGonzales Module	




Deals module: “trattative”	




Deals module:  add new	




Deals module:  AddEdit	




Deals module:  AddEdit	




Adding a New Module 
Is a 5 seconds activity



Conclusions

• Very Rapid Development	


• Online,  perfect for coding in a team	


• Powerfull, High Performance, Extendible, Fast
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